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2024/25 Hope Innovation Research Grant Guidelines 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Summary Table of Lung Health Foundation Hope Innovation Research Grant 

(Please see the Full Eligibility table on page 2 for detailed eligibility criteria) 

 

Type of 
Grant 

Purpose of Grant 
No. of 
Grants 

Grant 
Amount 

($) 

Max. 
Term 

(Years) 

Hope 
Innovation 
Research 
Grant  

To support innovative, transformative, ground-breaking 
research, and creative problem solving in lung health 
research related to LHF’s current topical areas of focus: 

▪ Asthma  

▪ COPD 

▪ Lung Cancer 

▪ Infectious Respiratory Disease, specifically in the 
area of health promotion and prevention around 
Pneumococcal pneumonia, influenza, Covid-19, and 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 

▪ Nicotine Smoking/Vaping in youth, specifically in 
the area of prevention, cessation and/or examining 
the effects of nicotine use on lung health 

 

5 Up to 
$100,000 

2 

 

Application Schedule 

Type of Grant Deadline – Intent to Apply 
Deadline – Full 

Application 
Notification 

Hope Innovation 
Research Grant 

Sunday July 28, 2024 Tuesday October 1, 2024 Spring 2025 

 

GRANT DESCRIPTION 

Hope Innovation Research Grant 

Purpose 

In honour of the generosity of Llyod Alexander Hope, the Lung Health Foundation (LHF) Hope Innovation 
Research Grant has been established to support innovative, transformative, ground-breaking research, 
and creative problem solving in lung health research. The goal of the Hope Innovation Research Grant is 
to support novel, high-risk/high-reward, unconventional approaches or methodologies to address lung 
health issues related to LHF’s current topical areas of focus.  

Innovative research proposals may include, but are not limited to: 

• discovering promising new approaches to disease prevention, detection and treatment 

• potential to address important issues or critical barriers to progress in the field 

• novel application of new theoretical concept, methodology, tool, or technology 

• novel interdisciplinary approaches and collaborations to address lung health topics 
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• novel approaches to research in historically underserved populations 

• a research approach that creates a new paradigm or challenges existing ones 

Successful proposals may be based on ideas or methodologies that have a “higher risk” of failure, but 
have the potential for “high reward” (i.e. to significantly impact our understanding on lung health topics and 
generate new approaches to disease prevention, diagnosis, treatment or move forward important health 
initiatives). Novel research projects are expected to have well-researched logical or theoretical basis as 
evidenced by an in-depth review of relevant current scientific evidence. Unpublished pilot data can be 
described in the full application to support use of new methodologies, technologies, etc. Applicants must 
explain the anticipated change or impact that is likely to result from positive research findings and to whom 
or what will be affected by the change, and its significance. 

Note that the next logical step or incremental advancement on already published data or tools is not 
considered innovative for the purposes of this grant. Rather, the Hope Innovation Research Grant is 
intended to break new ground with an innovative idea that, if successful, would attract follow-up funding to 
expand on novel research findings. The grant application must make clear that the proposal is feasible as 
shown by a description of available resources, budget allocation, and description of available institutional 
support.  

Applications are encouraged from all areas and disciplines of lung health research, including clinical, 
basic, and applied approaches. 

 

Full Eligibility Criteria 

To be eligible for this grant, the following criteria must be met: 

1 At the time of application, applicants will have a full-time appointment and must be eligible to hold 
funds as a Principal Investigator (PI) at one of the following institutions: 

• Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) eligible institutions 

• Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) eligible institutions or 

• Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) eligible 
institutions 

For clinician scientists: at least 50% of their academic position’s professional activity must be 
dedicated to research and include the ability to publish research results and supervise trainees. 

In the case of creation of a new faculty position, applicants must submit a letter from the 
Dean/Chair/Division Director confirming the appointment and outlining the commitments at the time 
of signing the funding agreement. 

2 Apply with a proposal for a project directly relevant to lung health. The Hope Innovation Research 
Grant is accepting proposals related to one or more of LHF’s current topical areas of focus: 

• Asthma  

• COPD 

• Lung Cancer 

• Infectious Respiratory Disease, specifically in the area of health promotion and prevention around 
Pneumococcal pneumonia, influenza, Covid-19, and Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 

• Nicotine Smoking/Vaping in youth, specifically in the area of prevention, cessation and/or examining 
the effects of nicotine use on lung health 

Proposals deemed outside these five areas will be excluded from the selection process.  

3 The Hope Innovation Research Grant is intended to fund new, novel research that may be less likely 
to receive funding from traditional grant sources. At the time of accepting the award, there should be 
no overlap between the specific research proposal in the grant application and research already 
supported by other funding sources held by the applicant. It is understood that funding for future 

https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/36374.html
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/policies-politiques/statements-enonces/list_eligible_institutions-liste_etablissements-admissibles-eng.aspx
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/Eligibility-Admissibilite/listeligibleinstitutions-listetablissementsadmissible_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/Eligibility-Admissibilite/listeligibleinstitutions-listetablissementsadmissible_eng.asp


 

 
 

Lung Health Foundation Hope Innovation Research Grant Guidelines Page 3 of 8 
V1.5 June 17, 2024   

research may be sought from other sources following initiation of the Hope Innovation Research 
Grant project. 

4 Principal investigators can hold only one Hope Innovation Research Grant at any point in time. 

5 Principal investigators will submit only one application towards this grant within a single funding 
cycle. 

6 Not hold funding from the tobacco industry. 

 

Grant Value and Terms 

Up to $100,000 over a two (2) year term. The funds may be applied to pay for costs directly related to the 
research proposal of the awardee as outlined by the Use of Grant Funds section of the Tri-agency Guide 
on Financial Administration. 

 

Deadlines 

*Note: There will be a 24 to 72hr hold between the Intent to Apply deadline and opening of the full 
application form to allow LHF time for an administrative review. Applicants invited to continue to the full 
application will be notified via email. 

 

Application Requirements  
 
Application Instructions 

1) Prior to submission of the full grant application, applicants must submit an online Intent to Apply 
form, preregistering their intent to apply for the Hope Innovation Research Grant. Failure to turn in a 
complete Intent to Apply form by Sunday July 28, 2024 at 4:00pm ET will disqualify applicants from 
being able to apply for the grant. 
 

2) The application form and copies of all supporting documentation must be submitted to LHF via 
SurveyMonkey Apply. 

 

• Applications or supporting documentation received via email or post will not be accepted. 

• Information in the full application must remain consistent with information provided in the Intent 
to Apply form. 

 
It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure any content needed from external parties (e.g., letters of 
collaboration) are received by LHF within the electronic full application form by the deadline of 
Tuesday October 1, 2024 by 4:00pm ET. 
 
Notes on Documentation 
 

1) Where noted on the electronic application form, supporting documentation should be attached in 
either DOC, PDF or JPEG format. Attached pages should be single-spaced on 8 ½ x 11 inch pages 
using 12 point Times New Roman font. Condensed type or spacing will not be acceptable. A margin 
of 1 inches around the page is needed. No photo-reduction except for figures. 

2) The applicant should keep original copies of all supporting documents on file for future reference if 
required.  

Sunday July 28, 2024 by 4:00pm 
ET  

Intent to Apply 

Tuesday October 1, 2024 by 
4:00pm ET 

Full application 

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/TAFA-AFTO/guide-guide_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/TAFA-AFTO/guide-guide_eng.asp
https://lhf-researchfunding.smapply.ca/
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LHF reserves the right to decline late or incomplete applications and will assume no responsibility in 
following up with applicants who submit incomplete applications. The entire responsibility to ensure 
completeness of the application submitted (including all required signatures) will rest with the 
applicant. 
 
Grant Proposal Formatting 
The grant proposal is a maximum of five (5) pages, excluding references, tables, charts, figures, and 
photographs. Additional materials (tables, charts, figures, etc.) must not exceed an additional five (5) 
pages. References are not subject to a page count. Representative publications of the applicant may be 
uploaded as appendices but cannot exceed three (3) pages in number. The proposal should focus on the 
hypotheses/research questions, the background and the approach. Applicants should focus on explaining 
methods where they are critical to the application and avoid explaining detailed technical methods. 
 
Investigators and Co-Applicants (Research Team) 
Applications may not be submitted by more than one investigator (i.e., the Principal Investigator). If the 
proposed research entails significant collaboration with investigators not named as co-applicants, the 
applicant(s) should include a signed statement of support for each collaborator(s).  
 
Ethics Approval 
All applications and studies must be approved by the institution's Ethics Committee for Human or Animal 
Experimentation when research is conducted.  
 
Budget Justification 

1) Salaries and Benefits: Provide names (if known), categories of employment and proposed salaries 
(including non-discretionary benefits) of all personnel identified in the budget. Please refer to the 
sections below for additional information. 

 
2) Equipment: In your budget justification, provide a breakdown and justification of the equipment 

items requested. Give details of models, manufacturer, prices and applicable taxes. Please refer to 
CIHR guidelines for specifics.  

 
In addition, for maintenance and/or equipment items listed, indicate: 

a. the availability and status of similar equipment;  
b. the anticipated extent of utilization;  
c. the reasons for choice of specific type, model or service contract, in relation to alternatives; 
d. where applicable, the necessity for upgrading existing equipment or service contracts. For 

equipment or service contracts costing more than $5000, attach at least one quotation for 
cost. 

 
3) Experimental Animals: Include species to be used and sample size justification along with 

calculations, if applicable. Provide a breakdown for procurement, breeding, boarding, feeding and 
wherever possible include a copy of the institution’s standardized costs for these tasks as they vary 
from institution to institution. 

 
4) Materials and Supplies: Provide details and justify/explain major items. Do not simply list items. 

 
5) Others: Provide justification/explanation for each item listed. 

 
6) Travel: Provide justification and a brief explanation of how each activity relates to the proposed 

research. The purpose and estimated cost of such travel must be given.  
 

7) Financial Support (if applicable): Provide a brief explanation of any financial (not-in-kind) 
contribution from other sources, if applicable.  

http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/4656.html#s3_8_4
http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/4656.html#s3_8_4
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• If investigators already hold a grant, or if they are applying for grants, they must clearly 
describe the degree to which they overlap with the current application. This requirement 
includes grants funded or applied for from all sources. 

• Budget, budget justification, and summary page for other funding support (ongoing or 
applied) must be attached.  

• Applicants are required to disclose all other funding sources.  

• Priority will be given to scientifically excellent grants that are not currently funded from other 
sources. 

 
Note: Applicants must identify the institution through which funds would be administered by its business 
number as registered through the Canadian Revenue Agency. (For details, please refer to 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/taxes/business-number.html and inquire through your institution’s 
Financial Office). 
 
Review Process and Criteria 
 
All complete applications submitted by the deadline will undergo a rigorous scientific review process. 
Assigned reviewers will have knowledge or expertise in the subject matter of the given proposal. Peer 
reviewers may include external reviewers identified by the applicant, when possible. Reviewers will not 
include individuals who have a conflict of interest with a given application. 
 
Two peer reviewers will be assigned to each application as part of a larger panel evaluating all applications. 
The panel will come to a consensus score to evaluate proposals based on the following criteria: 
 

• Innovation – 25% 

• Research impact – 25% 

• Research approach, design, and methodology – 25% 

• Applicant – 15% 

• Research environment – 10% 
 
The innovative nature and potential impact of the grant proposal will have a large consideration in the review 
process supported by a scientifically rigorous methodology based on criteria established by the CIHR. 
 
The following considerations may inform evaluation and final decision of selected proposals: 

• Quality and scientific merit of the proposed research 
• Innovation may be indicated by, but not limited to, the following: 

i. degree to which the research is original, unique and creative  
ii. degree to which the research proposes new paradigms or challenges existing ones  
iii. potential to address an important problem or a critical barrier to progress in the field  
iv. providing a clear rationale for using new methodologies, technologies, etc., along with strategies 

to maximise the chance for success  
• Impact of the research on matters of lung health and people who live with lung disease  
• Academic training and research experience of the applicant  
• Research environment, including institutional support to conduct the proposed research  
• Whether a Health Equity (HE) lens has been integrated in the proposed research (where applicable), 
and consideration to Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (DEI) in the proposal  
• Feasibility of the budget justification  
• Alignment with LHF strategic goals and current topical areas of focus 

 
Reviewer panels will be asked to consider budget justification, HE, and EDI components, but these 
elements will not contribute to the consensus score at this stage. 
 
The highest scored applications from the review panel, along with a summary of the review panel findings, 
will be forwarded to the LHF Research Advisory Committee (RAC) for final review.  

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/taxes/business-number.html
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In the final stage of review by the RAC, alignment with LHF goals, knowledge mobilization, HE, EDI, patient 
and donor perspectives, and budget justification may also be taken into consideration. 
 
Use of Grant Funds 
 
Categories of Expenditures 
Although the individual investigator is allowed discretion in the categories of expenditures within the 
approved budget, approval of the LHF should be obtained before undertaking any major changes in the way 
in which the grant is spent. LHF-funded research and training grants do not provide for institutional 
overheads and/or indirect costs of research or clinical care and any limitations specified in the grant 
notification must be respected. 
 
Excess Expenditures 
Any commitments (or expenditures) incurred by an investigator either in excess of the current grant funds or 
beyond the term of the grant are the responsibility of the investigator. All salary approvals and other special 
authorizations are given subject to the availability of the funds in the grant. 
 
Ineligibility for Payment of Dues 
Grant funds may not be used to pay fees for membership in professional or scientific societies or for journal 
subscriptions. 
 
Travel 
Grants are not intended to support travel costs unless there is a requirement for travel (exclusive of meeting 
attendance) as part of the project. Use of the grant to defray costs of travel is acceptable only if a specific 
allocation for travel forms part of the approved budget. 
 
Equipment 
Title to equipment purchased under a grant remains in the institution at which the grant is held but its use for 
research projects listed on the grantee's application or otherwise approved by the committee shall be given 
priority over other uses. 
 
Publication Costs 
It is acceptable to include an anticipated publication cost of a maximum of $2000.00 in total, into the 
expendables category of your budget. 
 
Transfer of Grant Funds or Equipment 
The grant is to be undertaken at the institution named in the application and funding agreement. If the 
Principal Investigator moves to another institution, the grant can be transferred only with the written approval 
of the LHF. Transfer of equipment requires, in addition, the approval of the institution where the grant was 
originally held. 
 
Patent Rights 
LHF does not claim patent rights on any invention resulting from research supported by LHF funds. 
However, it expects the grantees and/or their institutions will seek patent protection for inventions or 
developments supported through a grant. Grantees wishing to obtain information concerning the patents 
applicable to discoveries arising from their research should seek advice from Canadian Patents and 
Development Limited, 275 Slater Street, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1A 0R3. 
 
Indirect Costs Policy 
LHF supports only the direct costs of research. No funding is to be used for indirect costs of research. The 
definition of indirect costs of research for the purposes of this policy is, costs which cannot be directly 
associated with a particular research program or operating grant including costs associated with the general 
operation and maintenance of facilities (from laboratories to libraries); the management of the research 
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process (from grant management to commercialization); and regulation and safety compliance (including 
human ethics, animal care and environmental assessment). 
 
Unspent Balance 
Any unspent balance that remains following the end of the grant must be returned to LHF by a 
predetermined deadline as outlined in the contract drawn up at the time of funding acceptance. However, on 
a case-by-case basis, LHF will consider written requests for use of the unspent balance as a limited-time 
extension of the original grant. 
 
Inability to Complete Research 
The institution is responsible for advising LHF promptly if the grantee is unable for any reason to carry out or 
complete the research for which the grant was given. LHF will consider written requests for a limited-time 
extension of the original grant. 
 
Acknowledgements 
The support of the LHF should be acknowledged in any publication arising from research supported by 
the grant as outlined in the funding agreement. Grant recipients will be provided with exact wording to be 
used    in acknowledgements. Copies of abstracts, lay summaries and publications arising from the Hope 
Innovation Research Grant should be forwarded to LHF in accordance with the schedule outlined in the 
funding agreement. 
 

To facilitate communication of research funded by LHF, scientific abstracts and lay summaries of Hope 
Innovation Research Grant-funded research may be released for print and other media. Grant winner 
announcements will be posted on the LHF website, social media, newsletters and interactive online 
platforms. 
 
The grantee is expected to be available, as mutually negotiated, for fundraising and awareness campaigns 
(in videos, photos, and text articles) related to the benefits of receiving research funding through LHF. 
Additionally, they should agree that LHF will thereafter reserve the right to use the applicant’s likeness to 
promote the benefits of receiving research funding through LHF. 
 
Location of research 
Grant funds may only be used to support research conducted in Canada. 
 
Employment Under Grants 
Guidelines for employment are the same as CIHR. For details, please see the Tri-Agency (CIHR, NSERC & 
SSHRC) Financial Administration Guide tri-council website. 
 

1) Technicians and research assistants may be employed under grants. The university's classification 
of technicians for whom funds are requested must be indicated on the application. The rates of pay 
shall be in accordance with the salary scale of the university or institution concerned. Investigators 
who seek funds for the employment of research assistants must describe the role of the individual in 
the research project. Provision may not be made under grants for the employment of practicing 
clinicians who wish to participate in a research project on a part-time basis, or for payments to 
individuals who receive remuneration for teaching or social work. Funding for graduate student 
support will be limited to CIHR guidelines. 

 
2) Individuals paid from grants are not employees of the LHF. Employer contribution to superannuation, 

group insurance and other employee benefits normally available to the institution's employees may 
be paid by the institution on behalf of the individuals employed under the LHF’s grants, and the cost 
of such contributions may be charged to the appropriate grant. 

 
3) Funds provided by the LHF through this grant are not to be used as salary support for the grantee. 

The regulations of the university with respect to the employment of relatives also apply to the use of 

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/TAFA-AFTO/guide-guide_eng.asp
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the LHF’s funds for this purpose. Only under exceptional circumstances will the LHF approve 
payment to members of university staff for consultative or other services. It is important to complete 
in full the section on other research funds on the grant application. The applicant must include an 
indication not only of other grants received or applied for but also any which may overlap with the 
present application. Budget, justification and summary page of any ongoing or applied-for grants 
must be included with the application form. 

 
4) Funding for graduate students or post-doctoral fellows will be considered as long as: 

a. the trainee is actively engaged on the proposed research; 
b. justification for salary support is provided; and 
c. all additional sources of funding for the graduate student/post-doc are disclosed. Stipends 

paid to trainees shall be in accordance with institutional policies and pay scales. 
 
Progress and Final Reports to LHF 
It is a requirement of the LHF that the grantee documents outcomes and impact of the research supported 
by grants.  
 
Applicants should be aware that if they receive a Hope Innovation Research Grant, they will be expected to 
submit progress reports and meet with LHF at prescribed intervals according to the conditions and schedule 
as outlined in the funding agreement. 
 
LHF Collaborative and Research Hub 
Please note that all applicants will be automatically enrolled in the Lung Health Foundation Collaborative 
(LHF Collaborative) and start receiving its monthly newsletter (individuals can unsubscribe at any time). 
They will also be invited to join the interactive Research Hub online community (enrollment optional). Learn 
more at: LHF Collaborative - The Lung Health Foundation 
 
Indemnification 
The LHF, its directors, officers, employees, and volunteers shall not be responsible for any claims or other 
matters arising from employment or any other matter occurring as a result of these applications.  
 

https://hcp.lunghealth.ca/lhf-collaborative/

